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CARNAGE ON THE WATER
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Competitors at the 2009 Whereis® Australian Surf Life Saving Championships 
were wondering exactly where they were when they arrived at Scarborough 
Beach yesterday and were confronted by large, pounding waves.

Scarborough is meant to be flat and maybe a bit wind-chopped at this time of year, 
right? 

Well that wasn’t the case yesterday as the waves crashing onto the sandbank  
and powerful backwash combined to produce spectacular action all day long.
One word was on the lips of many competitors and spectators – carnage!

Boats were tossed about wildly, oars smashed, craft sent flying and athletes at both the 
Masters and Interstate carnivals left bruised. It made for upsets all over the beach, as 
well as a busy time at the first aid tents, and left eastern states visitors surprised.

“There’s been carnage. The locals say it’s a once-a-year swell and we’ve got it,” said 
Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain series winner Naomi Flood, of Manly, who was competing for NSW 
yesterday.

“I didn’t bring any spare gear. I’ve already started taping things up so hopefully the 
Dolphin ski and Bennett mal will be around come Sunday.”

Ironman Zane Holmes, speaking at yesterday’s media launch for Aussies 2009, said: 
“Whenever we compete I think people know I love to have waves, to come here  
expecting it to be flat and find the swell like this, it’s fantastic. It’s a great way to farewell 
Perth.”

Locals were not so surprised and some of them made the most of their knowledge of 
the conditions.

“These are the type of waves we get a fair bit in winter,” said Reese Baker after he 
powered to victory for WA in the open ski race. “We train in these type of conditions alot 

but it’s nice to have warmer water and not to be wearing layers of thermals.”

There was plenty of mayhem in the boats area where both Masters and Interstate crews 
were shown little mercy by the waves.

The champion South Curl Curl women’s crew, representing NSW, was smashed as it 
tried to get through the break and lucky to complete the course with a damaged boat.

“We were almost there and probably only had one or two strokes to go until we were 
through the break but then we were hit by a mountain,” sweep Chris Flemming said.

“It was everyone for themselves and thankfully all the girls were OK so we jumped back 
in and started again.”

In the Masters area, some of the veterans of the surf thrived in the conditions while 
others realised they weren’t as young and as indestructible as they used to be.

Former Australian Ironman champion Steve Pullen, competing in the 30-34 years age 
group, was happy just to make it through yesterday’s events unscathed.

“At least all my gear is in one piece,” he said. “The conditions are horrific, we were lucky 
to get out without any injuries.”

There were some serious mishaps, including one dislocated shoulder with ambulances 
being called for two competitors.

Conditions for today are expected to remain challenging with winds due to pick up slightly.  

A Surf Life Saving Australia spokesman said: “Safety of our members is our priority at all 
surf lifesaving events. Inevitably a number of these events take place in rough conditions 
and we have risk management procedures in place to ensure that competitors are not 
exposed to undue risk.  

No room for the fainthearted … Yesterday’s 
conditions tested the skill and courage of all 
competitors, not least the South Curl Curl 
(left) and Alexandra Headland (above) crews in 
the Interstate boats. Alex sweep Steve Davies 
said: “We were on our way, trailing a wave and 
backwash hit the boat and just jacked it, the 
entire wave just disappeared from under us, I’ve 
never ever ever had that happen.”
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WHERE TO EAT 

Fraser’s Restaurant  
For a sweeping view of the city skyline and Swan River, head to this award-winning 
establishment open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Fraser Ave, Kings Park. T: 08 9481 7100  www.frasersrestaurant.com.auu

Jackson’s  
Easily one of Perth’s best restaurants, Jackson’s has been winning awards since it opened 
in the late 1990s.  Expect a menu of modern Australian cuisine with a hint of French bistro.  
483 Beaufort St, Highgate. T: 08 93281177 www.jacksonsrestaurant.com.au

The Loose Box 
Head for the hills for a taste of award-winning French cuisine in beautiful surroundings – 
eating here is an event in itself.  Twice named Australia’s best restaurant.  
6825 Great Eastern Hwy, Mundaring T: 08 9295 1787 www.loosebox.com

BACk OF BEACH ENTERTAINmENT

Whereis®  
Get to the Whereis® marquee near the amphitheatre to get a FREE beach chair and have 
a go at the Nintendo Wii sports games for your chance to win a Nintendo Wii.  Visit the 
team to find out all the up-to-date products from whereis.com.au. 

Telstra  
Look out for the Telstra Snap Squad, who are taking souvenir photos on their Telstra Next 
G™ phones. These photos will be sent to your phone and you can also print out a copy at 
the Telstra Sprinter for FREE! 

If you’ve had your photo taken by the Telstra Snap Squad you can also jump onto one of 
the Telstra Next G™ laptops to see it online when you visit the Telstra Sprinter. 

The third and final Australian Championships of the current stay at 
Scarborough Beach had its official launch in the amphitheatre yesterday.

In kicking off the 2009 Whereis® Australian Surf Life Saving Championships, Surf Life 
Saving Australia (SLSA) President, Ron Rankin AM said the move of the Aussies to 
Perth had been highly successful on a number of different fronts.

“We have been able to invest in the better management of the event, while creating 
enjoyable and fair competition for our members, and generating a remarkable 
economic return for the people of Western Australia,” he said.  

Hon Dr Liz Constable MLA, Western Australian Minister for Tourism pointed to the 
economic benefits the championship had brought to the state.

“The 2007 event attracted more than 14,500 visitors to WA who directly spent 
$23.8 million on services such as accommodation, transport, tours, shopping 

and entertainment,” the Minister said. “This is new money into the WA economy 
specifically from visitors to the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships.”

Councillor David Boothman, Mayor of the event’s host, the City of Stirling, thanked 
major partners EventsCorp and Surf Life Saving Australia for their support over the 
past three years and commended everyone, including City of Stirling staff for their 
hard work, enthusiasm and dedication in the planning and running of this iconic event.

“Scarborough Beach and its amphitheatre have provided a wonderful home to the 
Aussies,” he said.

Whereis Marketing Manager, Andrew Ford commented, “Whereis® is proud to be 
the naming rights sponsor of the Whereis® Surf Lifesaving Championships in 2009. 
Whereis® plays a vital role in helping Australians navigate their way and enjoy their 
time on the road and now on the beach! 

WHAT’S ON IN PERTH DURING THE AUSSIES 

WELCOME AND FAREWELL TO SCARBOROUGH
Going down ... The result of this couldn’t have been good. On your marks ... The open board race. Ecks factor ... Shannon in action. Wild ride ... Flood and Bateup.

No flagging ... Masters of the sand. Stepping out ... Sorrento get into trouble in a Masters boat race.

Hometown win... David Graham surfs to his U-19 Ironman win. 


